The fourth chapter is "a rambling and brief autobiography" by John Severinghaus. His training comprised mathematics, physics and electronics as well as anaesthesia, and his contribution is an accurate historical record of the development and application of gas and pH electrodes in anaesthetic and intensive care practice. His interest in the neural control of respiration and the effects of high altitude leads to a full discussion of these topics including an account of experiments performed on himself and colleagues, notably Robert Mitchell, in the high altitude laboratory.
The present reviewer remembers vividly meeting Severinghaus during a visit to the recently established Cardiovascular Research Institute in Stuart Cullen's Anesthesiology department in the University of California at San Francisco in 1963. The Saturday Grand Rounds were remarkable for the calibre of the participants, some from interstate, and the quality of the discussion. The trainee staff went on to reach distinction in anaesthesia in several departments, and the work of E. I. Eger on Minimal Gas Concentration (MAC) became a byword in anaesthesia. The contributions of Severinghaus to this dynamic department have been ongoing, and he could well be portrayed as the leading scientist in biomedical equipment development in the latter half of the twentieth century. His involvement continues to the present, and his autobiography is an invaluable record of the development of physiological monitors for anaesthesia.
N. CASS Melbourne, Victoria
Principles and Practice of Pain Medicine -2nd
Edition In a market where there are many books on pain medicine, this single volume textbook edited by Warfield and Bajwa is one of the most comprehensive, up-to-date and useful I have reviewed. The list of almost exclusively North American contributors is authoritative but may lack an international perspective.
The diverse issues of pain medicine are approached from a biopsychosocial standpoint. There are useful chapters on pain definitions and taxonomy, pain measurement and neurobiology. All aspects of acute, chronic and cancer pain are addressed, although a thorough review of acute pain management was lacking. There are excellent chap-ters on headache and spinal imaging, including MRI, with clear and informative radiographs. Chapters on back and neck pain, including diagnostic tests and interventions, are comprehensive and clinically relevant. Reviews on pain in the elderly and HIV-AIDS are highly topical. Applied pain medicine pharmacology is well covered, particularly the use of opioids in chronic non-cancer pain. Acupuncture, complementary therapies, psychological medicine, physical therapies and multidisciplinary pain management are discussed. The bulk of the publication however, focuses on interventional therapies, with excellent chapters on joint and spinal injections, accompanied by useful radiographs and diagrams.
The text is easy to read, with chapters of palatable length and useful evidence-based reference lists. Although the book is based on a North American perspective, it is nonetheless relevant to Australian and New Zealand practice and would provide an excellent resource for practitioners interested in pain medicine, particularly those studying for an advanced qualification in the field. 
